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new church plants and even plant new churches. Thousands of people have prayed
to receive Christ as their personal Savior on those ministries. The new believers
are then discipled through the equipped and engaged nationals in their
neighborhoods.
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Permission is granted to use portions of this guidebook for God’s glory and the
proclamation of His gospel to all peoples.

The Greatest Ability: Availability
Rev. Joel Van Hoogen, Director CPE
What do I have to offer?
We were flying home from our first ever ministry. Charles Cook, cofounder
of Church Partnership Evangelism, and I were sitting next to one another. Our team
of 20-odd Canadians was seated throughout the plane sleeping after an exhausting
week of ministry in Guatemala City. But Charlie and I were wide awake, and we
had tears trickling down our faces. We were reading to one another statements
written the night before by these same slumbering soldiers describing their most
memorable moments of the ministry. As statement after statement spoke of the
miracle of new birth, of triumph through trial in witnessing, of spiritual hunger and
spiritual victories, we were overcome with tears of joy.
I still get choked up reading the statements we have our returning warriors
write. God seems to be pleased to do a mighty work over and over again. Most
wonderful of all, God uses ordinary people in his very ordinary army. Very few of
the many who have gone on ministries with us
would ever identify evangelism as their gift.
God uses ordinary
The unique ability that they had was the
people in his very
availability that stepped forward to go. It wasn’t
easy for any of them to go. There were any number
ordinary army.
of obstacles they had to overcome. Let me list
some:
1. The Obstacle of inability, “I’m too old” “I’m too young” “I’m too shy”
“I’m not good at speaking” “evangelism isn’t my gift.”
2. The Obstacle of the enemy casting threats, fears, questions, uneasiness in
one’s spirit.
3. The Obstacle of family and friends, “What! Don’t you know it’s not safe
over there.”
4. The Obstacle of finances.
5. The Obstacle of limited time.
6. The Obstacle of the status quo, which doesn’t like to be shook up.
Because what we do is so strategically focused at the heart of the great
commission, making disciples, (equipping and engaging all believers in evangelism,
discipleship and church planting,) there seems to be a greater challenge to anyone
who considers participating. This work is focused at the place where the world, the
flesh and the devil have their cross-hairs focused. We work in the heart of missions
and Satan hates it. Finally he resists it also because he wants to deny God’s people
the joy and blessing that comes from laboring as debtors to the gospel and seeing its
dynamite power at work. But the people who overcome these challenges are those
who submissively remain available to God.
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You represent one of these people. But you represent much more than that to
us. For every North American that we take with us on a Church Partnership
Evangelism ministry we are seeing two to three national brothers or sisters in the
national church equipped and engaged in evangelism and discipleship. Beyond that,
because you go, we will see many professions of faith in Christ. Your availability
brings with it the promise new decisions for Christ and the expansion of equipped
and engaged national believers who are evangelizing and discipling these people.
We can’t replace the work of our long-term missionaries and the national
church planter but what we can do is work with them to build upon the foundation
they have strategically laid. And it all began when you said, “I’m available.”

Everything Through Prayer
You are not going on vacation. You will be experiencing a different culture, meeting
a different people, eating different food, and hearing a different language. But you
are not going on a vacation.
We are not going to build a church building. This is not a construction project.
Instead, you are going out to a spiritual battlefield. Jesus already has won the war!!
But there will continue to be skirmishes until He returns.
The methods we will use on this ministry are very simple, deceptively simple, in fact.
Do not allow the simplicity of these methods to lull you into complacency.
There is much preparation to be done. The most important part of this preparation
can be summed up in one word: PRAYER.
Before everything else, in everything else, we want to focus on prayer. This
Guidebook will help do a number of things. It will help you pack, but if you forget
something, you can borrow, buy, or do without it. Yes, it will tell you about what
you will be doing during the week of ministry. But those efforts will be greatly
affected by the prayer you offer up now.
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Prayer Needs (You may want to photocopy this page and distribute to prayer partners)

The Lord:
Awe of God the Father
Hearts that abide in the Vine
Being filled with the Holy Spirit
The Laborers:
God will raise up laborers
Communication with nationals
Boldness
Pastors & Elders/Deacons will be involved
New leadership for new cells and churches
Relationships among team members
Spiritual, emotional & physical health
Spiritual growth on the ministry
Effective translators
Protection for those at home
The Lost:
Open Doors
Holy Spirit preparation
Effective communication
Many decisions for Christ
Decisions by heads of families
The Logistics:
Travel
Lodging
Documentation/Passports/Etc .
The Lion that Devours:
Victory over Satan
Satanic strongholds will fall.
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What In The World Are We Going To Do?
If There Were A “Typical” Day
The goal of your ministry week is to build up existing churches and lay the
foundation for new churches through appointment or door-to-door evangelism and
aggressive follow up discipleship visits. Everything we do is aimed at that goal. We
don’t do this by ourselves. We are catalysts for equipping and engaging the national
Christians in this work, and we do the work side by side with them.
We are not conquering invaders! We are more like slaves-servants of the local
churches as they seek to win their city for Christ. Please remember this in all you do.
We have come to serve, not take over. During the ministry, there are no “typical”
days! Every day is different, and days are different for each team. However, if there
were a “typical” day, it would look something like this:
Each morning there will be a team leaders meeting at 7:00 a.m. to discuss the day's
strategy and any problems that arose the day before. Then at 7:30 a.m. everyone will
join the team leaders for breakfast. This is a time of devotionals, singing, and
worship. It also is a time of sharing how the Lord blessed us the day before.
At about 9:00 a.m. the nationals will come to the hotel to pick up each team and
take them to the neighborhood they have selected for expanding their ministry or
planting a new church. There you and the national Christian will spend
approximately an hour training in evangelism and discipleship to begin each day.
Then with your translated testimony and bilingual literature, you and one or more
Christian national(s) will go to prearranged appointments or door-to-door
evangelism. After a person has placed their faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior,
you set up a discipleship appointment for the next day or two. This is an excellent
opportunity for you to initiate your national partner in follow-up discipleship.
One of the exciting parts of these follow-up visits is that often more people will
accept Christ! Often when you make an appointment for a follow-up discipleship
visit, the new believer will invite family, friends, and neighbors to come to the
meeting. They are eager to share their newfound faith! This strengthens the new
church as additional family members and friends accept Christ. This also turns the
discipleship of one convert into a Bible study for new believers. In this way, you’re
on the way to planting a new church!
Each day at lunch you'll experience warm hospitality and a home-cooked meal in the
home of a Christian Brother or sister. This also is a time of rest and relaxation before
heading back out for more evangelism in the afternoon.
Throughout the week you will want to be in constant prayer that the Lord will guide
you and use you to minister and serve the nationals, in spite of all the
communication and other challenges that you will face.
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TOOLS
Church Partnership Evangelism will provide you with four tools to use on your
ministry:
The first tool is your personal testimony that has been translated into the language of
the host country. Generally, one of the nationals working with you will read your
testimony. However, you may want to learn to read it yourself, if possible, so that
you can read it if the need arises.
The second tool is a bilingual tract. You will find a revised copy of this tool in
appendix A of this guidebook. On the front is a "generic" testimony. You can use this
testimony if you lose yours. Inside the tract there are a series of questions. These
questions present the Gospel. The last 2 questions help to determine if the person
has understood the decision he or she has made.
When someone makes a decision for Christ, ask for his or her name and address.
Write this down on the tear-off portion of the tract. Also, set up an appointment to
go back and visit the new believer. This is a very important part of the ministry week!
Your goal should be to follow-up personally with as many of these new believers as
possible. Early in the week all your visits will be first-time evangelistic visits. Toward
the end of the week most of your visits should be follow-up discipleship visits.
To help with these follow-up visits, we will give you a third tool, some follow-up
Bible studies. Make sure to give them the first of the follow up studies before you
leave any new convert. This will be the lesson you will study more completely upon
your return visit. You may wish to show them how to use their Bible as well, simply
directing them to the table of contents, showing them how to find a reference. This
also communicates to them that studying their Bible is important.
We want to give a New Testament to each new believer who does not have a Bible.
When you hand out the New Testaments, make a short ceremony out of it. Write the
new believer's name in the front of the New Testament. Write your name as the one
who gave it. Write down the date of their decision also. This simple ceremony will
make their day of salvation even sweeter to them.
You will find in this guidebook, training guides on the proper use of the tract and on
how to use the discipleship material. (See appendix B, C) You will want to go over
and learn this material well before departing, and you should take these guides with
you for reference on the trip. You’ll also want to watch the video “Making Disciple
Making Disciples” at least once before you leave. If you don’t have access to the
video contact the CPE office.
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Don’t Make Any Promises!
Don't make any promises. During the ministry, you probably will be tempted to
promise things to your new friends. Help with buying a car. Help with expenses of
their church. Help with their personal needs, such as food or clothing or other things.
Help in coming to the United States. Perhaps something as simple as sending them
pictures.
Don't make any promises. Surprise your new friends by doing something after you
return home. It is much better to do this than NOT do something you DID promise
them.
Don't make any promises. Failing to follow through on a promise, or what they
think is a promise, casts a bad light on you, on your church, on North American
Christians, and on Church Partnership Evangelism.

We’ve come to the Door.
Now What Do We Do?
You are standing at your first door out in the hot sun on a
Latin American ministry, or perhaps on the mildewed sixth story of an apartment
house in Eastern Europe. The resident has opened the door or received you in their
home through an appointment. Now what?
The goal is to start a considerate conversation. The bilingual tract is designed to start
the conversation. Within this CPE Ministry Guidebook there should be a copy of the
tract you will be using and a training tool called, The Proper Use of the Tract. Please
turn to them and take a look at it before reading the following.
The goal is not to “get through” the tract as many times as possible each day. The
goal is to clearly present the gospel to each person that is willing to join you in a
conversation. Through thoughtful dialogue we want each person to understand the
gospel and then make an informed decision about Jesus Christ.
Each person will be at a different stage in their understanding of God, Jesus, sin,
salvation, and other spiritual concepts. You need to be prepared to answer questions
that might come up. Many of the questions that come up can be answered using the
Bible verses mentioned in the tract. Look them up now and mark them in your Bible
so that they are handy on the ministry.
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Team Leaders
Your Responsibilities
The participants on a ministry are divided into teams. The number of teams depends
on the number of churches with which we will be working and the number of areas
we will be working in. The number of people working in one church is usually
between 2 and 6 individuals.
On ministries where there are two or more teams, Team Leaders will be appointed.
Team Leaders go to appointments just like other participants, and also have other
responsibilities, which include:
Evangelistic Preaching. The Team Leader will often be called upon to preach the
first Sunday Morning of the Ministry. Team Leaders are responsible for working
with the national pastor or lay leader to plan any evening services. Remember that
preaching on your ministry is much simpler than most sermons you have heard, or
given, at home. They generally should tell a Bible story focused on presenting the
Gospel and should be around 15 minutes (which will double with the translation).
Suggestions on preparing these presentations are in the "Preparing Presentations"
section of this Ministry Guidebook. Team Leaders should make an effort to include
as many of the other team members in the service as possible. Preaching, giving
testimonies, doing puppet shows and singing solos are ways in which other team
members can be involved.
Team Focus. The goal of your ministry is to make disciple-making disciples and to
plant church-planting churches. We want to equip and engage the members of the
church in evangelism, discipleship and in establishing new believer cells and
starting new churches. Everything that your team does should work toward this
goal. Every decision you make should be prayerfully directed at this goal.
Coordination with Nationals. There is a fine balance between serving the nationals
and making sure that the work gets done. Sometimes it takes awhile for us to
convince the nationals that we are there to work rather than sightsee or shop. Many
times the nationals will have a clear idea of what needs to be done during the
ministry. Other times their ideas about the ministry may be very different, especially
if this is their first ministry.
While we want to be sensitive to the needs and desires of the national pastor and
other leaders, we also want to spend our time as productively as possible. Team
Leaders must prayerfully decide "when to hold 'em and when to fold 'em."
Prayerfully ask the Holy Spirit to give you the servant-leader mind of Christ as you
seek to keep this balance.
Encourage the pastor and deacons of the mother church to personally participate in
the ministry. Luke 6:40b states that "everyone who is fully trained will be like his
teacher.” Explain to them that their people will do like they do. If they are fully
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committed to reaching their community for Christ, their people will be also. If not,
the people will probably not be very involved.
Building Relationships. One aspect of planting a church planting church is
developing relationships with and among the nationals, We must balance "getting
the job done" with modeling a Christ-like concern for others, especially the nationals.
As a rule, Americans are more project-oriented than the nationals are. We need to
take time to model the loving discipleship relationships that we pray the nationals
will develop with the new believers after we leave.
Handling Money. Often CPE will give the Team Leaders money for the team's food
during the day and for transportation. They will be responsible to the Overall
Ministry leader for those funds.
Handling Problems. Team Leaders are expected to prayerfully handle problems that
arise on the field. Team Leader meetings each morning give them an opportunity to
discuss problems with the Ministry Leaders and the other Team Leaders.
Team Reports. Each evening, the Team Leader should complete the daily report
form (a copy of which is included on the next page.) and return it to the Ministry
Leader before going to bed. This will enable the Ministry Leader to plan the next
morning's Team Leaders Meeting and begin work on any problems that have arisen.
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Church Partnership Evangelism
Team Daily Report
COUNTRY:__________________________

CITY:________________________

DAY OF THE WEEK:_________________

DATE:_______________________

CPE TEAM LEADER:_________________

CHURCH SITE:______________

NATIONAL LEADER/PASTOR:__________________________

# of National Workers Today = _____ # of CPE Team Workers Today = _____
CPE Team
Workers Name

Number of
Professions of Faith

Number of
Follow-Up Visits
Scheduled

Number of
Follow visits Made

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

________________

________________

_______________

_______________

Evening Meeting
Atten. # _________

________________

Total:__________

Total: __________

Total:

Describe what transpired for Evening Ministry: ______________________________
*Please write Suggestions/Questions/Concerns regarding Today’s Work on the back of this report and slide
it under the door of the CPE ministry coordinator before you go to bed!!!
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WHAT IN THE WORLD DO I NEED TO DO TO GET READY?
In all things Pray
We are not going on vacation. our goal is to make disciple-making disciples and
plant church-planting churches. In other words, we seek to make disciples who will
grow and reproduce and help churches to grow and produce until Christ returns.
This is a goal that has eternal value. But we are incapable of doing anything of
eternal value by ourselves. We must "Abide in the Vine," as Jesus Himself put it in
John 15.
We seek to go only where He sends us. We seek to do only what He directs us to do.
We seek to say only what He wants us to say. In doing so, we claim His promise that
we then will bear much fruit, fruit that will last for eternity. Not for us, but for the
glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
Our relationship with the Lord must be strong. Prayer is the foundation of this
relationship. As we prepare, we must pray. As we go, we must pray. As we return,
we must pray.
The most crucial part of preparing for this ministry is your relationship with our
Lord. Above all else, you should be praying diligently about this ministry and asking
others to pray for you.
Prayer Partners. Involve others. Many people who are unable to actually go on the
ministry feel honored to be asked to participate in this important way. See page 4 for
a list of requests.
Prayer Letters: In your prayer letters, you should be seeking all the resources you
will need on the ministry, not just money! Specifically ask for prayer as you enlist
other Christians to join your support team.
You are about to encounter many new things. New friends. New styles of worship.
New living conditions. New modes of transportation. A new language perhaps. New
foods. Get prepared through prayer.
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Develop A Flexible Attitude
The Church Partnership Evangelism Ministry leaders prayerfully work to have things
well organized and well planned. However, one of the distinctive of our ministry is
that we work almost exclusively with national churches. We do not have CPE staff
in these locations. Consequently, there are many factors outside of our control.
Things will not always go the way we have planned, or the way you expect.
In fact, you should expect things to go differently than planned. Whenever you go
into a different culture, people look at things differently. They look at time
differently. They look at personal relationships and events differently. They look at
advance planning and organization differently.
This is part of the challenge, and the excitement, of a cross-cultural ministry. Each of
us must maintain flexibility to handle the challenges that our Lord allows us to
encounter. All the while we must "count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." (James 1:24)
Here is a simple game" you might want to play with other members of your team
before the ministry. Pick somewhere in your city where you have never been,
preferably somewhere that is not just another version of the mall near your house.
Find out how to get there by bus or something other than your own car.
Part of the stress of "culture shock" comes from venturing into the unknown. As you
cope with this unfamiliar territory on your journey, observe how the "natives" are
doing things. Be sensitive to the people you meet. How do you feel? How do you
cope? With grace and dignity? Or do you try to take everyone else down with your
sinking ship of frustration and fear?
When you return to home base, talk about the group's reaction to your experience.
What grade would you give yourselves? What fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22) do
you need more of to cope? Pray about these things together.
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More Prayer. Ask people to listen to the Lord and to pray for you specifically while
on the ministry if they feel so led. One of the thrills I have experienced personally is
to return from my trips and discover how many times specific request made
thousands of miles away were answered on a ministry.
Emotional. It is important to you, to the other Americans, and to the nationals that
you take as little emotional baggage as possible. Please prayerfully consider whether
you have any troublesome issues or relationships in your life. If so, what steps will
you take to resolve them before the plane leaves?
Physical. You may work harder on this ministry than ever before, or perhaps in a
long time. The conditions under which you will be working will be much different
than at home. The hours are long. The streets are long, and they seem to get longer
as the week wears on. All this is part of the excitement and challenge of the ministry.
Good health and good physical condition will make things easier, however. You
should begin NOW to get in shape and be as healthy as possible.
Financial. You already have received information about the cost of the ministry and
your other financial responsibilities with your Ministry Application. Insert that
information here:
Registration Deposit Due:
$ __________ on __________
50% Deposit Due:
$ __________ on __________
Remainder Due:
$ __________ on __________
Additional Funds* Needed:
$ __________ on __________
Total: $ __________

*For Such things as:
 Passport Fees
 Food on Free Day
 Gifts for Nationals
 Exit Taxes
(if applicable)
 Miscellaneous
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Getting My Church Involved
Your upcoming ministry is a team effort. You and the other Christians going on the
ministry are part of the team. But the people going on the ministry are not the entire
team. There are other members of the team. The nationals are a major part of the
team. Your prayer and financial partners are part of the team. You should seek to
enlist your entire church as part of the team.
Here are some questions you might ask yourself as you pray about how best to
involve others in your church. Discuss these questions with your pastor and Missions
Committee. Also discuss them with others from your church that are going on this
ministry.
 Does everyone in the church know about the ministry? If not, how should we get
the word out? In a service? Newsletter? Bulletin inserts?
 How can we get everyone praying for us regularly? Who are the strong prayer
warriors? How do we enlist them?
 Are some of the adult Sunday School classes willing to be "senders" for some of
the "goers"?
 Are there existing ministries in the church that might want to help with the
ministry?
 Do we have an ethnic ministry in our church that would like to be involved? Is
there an ethnic church near us with whom we could partner? Translators? Help
on understanding the culture where we are going? Feedback on the sermons and
other presentations we are preparing?
 How can we involve the kids? How can we use this ministry to teach them about
missions? Prayer? Giving? Could they make some witnessing bracelets? Write
tracts for kids? Prepare gifts for kids, such as big zip lock bags with a few coloring
pages, colors, and some candy in them?
 How can we raise scholarships for the "goers" while celebrating God's grace and
power? Ethnic food festival? People auction? Fun run? Praise service? Fifth
Sunday offerings?
 When will the church have a commissioning service for those going? How can
our church follow the example of the church in Antioch as they sent off Paul and
Barnabas, as recorded in Acts 13:1-3? How will we use this to focus the spiritual
resources of our Body of Believers on the spiritual warfare of the campaign?
 Will this ministry help us achieve a training goal for our entire church? How can
we use the ministry as a giant object lesson'! Prayer? Spiritual warfare? World
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missions? Personal evangelism? Church-planting? Stewardship? Experiencing
God?
 Before you leave, arrange a time to report back to those who support you. Your
church and Sunday School class? Missions committee? Small group? Personal
prayer and financial supporters ? Other groups that support you?
 For further ideas, you may want to refer to Neal Pirolo's Sewing as Senders. If
you cannot find a copy at your local Christian bookstore, contact them at
Emmaus Road, International, 7150 Tanner Court, San Diego, California
92111.Their telephone number is (619) 292-7020.
Additional Resources
Short-Term Missions In General:
Heerwagen, Brian J., The Next Mile. Portland, OR: DELTA Ministries, 2005.
http://www.thenextmile.org/
Biographies :
Olson, Bruce E., Brucho. Carol Stream, IL: Creation House,
1978.
Richardson, Don, Peace Child. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1974.
Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. Howard. Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret. Philadelphia, PA:
China Inland Mission, n.d.
Prayer:
Bounds, E. M., Power Through Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1972.
Bryant, David, In the Gap. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1979.
Spiritual Life:
Blackaby, Henry T, and Claude V. King, Experiencing God. Knowing and Doing the will
of God. Nashville: Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1990.

~ 19 ~

What in the World Do I Need to Take With Me?
Tips on Packing for the Trip
 Don't go out and buy a new wardrobe for the ministry. Your new duds probably
will make you stand out even more than you are going to anyway. However, if
you will be working among the upper class or upper middle class, this would not
be inappropriate.
 Especially don't go out and buy a new pair of shoes, unless you do not have
anything good to walk in. If you do have to buy new shoes, make sure they are
well broken in before you leave home.
 If you cannot carry it by yourself, don't take it. Check with your airlines to
determine luggage restrictions and stay well within their requirements.
 Don't take anything you would hate to lose or couldn't give away if you had to.
 Take an extra set of batteries for your camera and any other things you take.
Guard your camera at all times. Remember, be tactful and respectful of people
and the culture in your desire to take memorable and meaningful photos, slides,
and/or video. We don’t want to give the impression that we are tourists or that
they are a novelty.
 Leave your jewelry at home. In some areas, jewelry is taboo with Christians. In
most areas, it confirms the stereotype of the rich American. In all areas, it can be
distracting and get lost or stolen. Also any male with an earring should leave it at
home for the same reasons.
 Women should not wear shorts or jeans on evangelism days unless otherwise
instructed beforehand. This custom isn’t the case everywhere but in enough
places to use as the general rule. You may ask for more specific information on
dress codes for the country you are visiting.
 Take along some pictures of your family to show your new friends. Be sensitive
to the background in the picture, though, because what we take for granted at
home probably will look like a palace to the nationals.
 PLEASE DO NOT BRING weapons, knives, sharp scissors, etc. These items
tend to detain us in the security checkpoints and at Customs. Small pocketknives
are OK if you pack them in your checked luggage.
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Suggested Gift List:
This Is Important!
You will make new friends and will want to give them a gift from the USA. Five or
more gifts are usually sufficient. Also, your team may want to present a gift to the
national leader, translators, and others who work with you. Suggested gifts:
Balloons
Barrettes & hair accessories
Hand lotion
Books (Bibles)
Jewelry
Book markers
Key rings
Calendars
Kitchen items
Candy

Note pads/stationery
CD’s
Home state memorabilia
Coloring books
Plaques
Crayons
Stickers (for kids)
Cologne/Perfume
Pens
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Safety, Health, and Travel Notices
Safety First
Over the years, Church Partnership Evangelism has
traveled with hundreds of people in our ministry. We
are thankful to God for His protection in providing a wonderful track record of safe
travel. In the spirit of Jesus' admonition to be "wise as serpents, harmless as doves,"
we share with you the following guidelines regarding your upcoming travel with us:
What To Bring
 To avoid problems when passing through customs, keep medicines in their
original, labeled containers.
 Pack a photocopy of your passport information page to make replacement of
your passport easier in case it is lost or stolen.
 Put your name, address and telephone numbers inside and outside of each piece
of luggage. Using covered luggage tags avoids casual observation of your identity
or nationality.
What To Leave Behind
 Carry the minimum amount of valuables necessary for your trip and plan for
places to conceal them. Your passport, visa, cash, and credit cards should be
carried in a pouch or money belt under your clothing
 Leave a copy of your itinerary and flight information with family or friends at
home in case they need to contact you in an emergency.
Precautions
 Always stay with your assigned team. Your CPE
Coordinator or team leaders must know where you are
at all times. Do not launch out in a spirit of adventure
or independence. We are happy for you to enjoy
special times with national friends as possible,
however, team leaders must know and approve where
their team members are at all times.
 Use the same common sense traveling overseas that you would a home. Be
especially cautious in areas where you are likely to be victimized. These include
crowded subways, train stations, elevators, tourist sites, market places, festivals
and marginal areas of cities. The ministry may carry you into such circumstances;
however, you should be cautious, not naive. Use the buddy system: travelling
with another person greatly minimizes your risk.

~ 22 ~

 Be aware that pickpockets in crowds can be men, women, or even children
operating alone or in groups. They may use any ploy to divert your attention to
pick your pockets, purse, or carrying bag. Our experience has been this threat is
significant in U.S. airports as well.
 As soon as you arrive make note of the telephone number of the hotel where the
team is staying and the room numbers of the CPE Ministry leaders. Also, having
contact information for local missionaries who are working with the ministry
may prove helpful.
 Keep your hotel door locked at all times. Meet visitors in the lobby and avoid
bringing people into your room. Do not leave money and other valuables in your
hotel room while you are out--carry them in your money belt. Use the hotel safe
deposit box if necessary. Also locking things in your suitcase while you are away
is a good idea.
 Avoid exposing any amount of cash. Be discreet in counting money for any
transaction even in front of national Christians. Deal only with authorized agents
when exchanging U.S. dollars for the local currency. The CPE team will
normally oversee such currency exchanges for the team members.
 In the use of photography and video, always be respectful of those you may be
photographing. Remember the dignity of all people as human beings made in the
image of God. Asking permission to take a photo is always the best policy.

For Your Health
Church Partnership Evangelism wants you to stay as healthy as
possible on the ministry so that you can maximize your energies
for sharing the Gospel and ministry. To help prevent possible
health risks overseas, we advise the following steps. While not
required, these precautions will ease your mind, settle your
family and friends back home, and most importantly act to keep
you in good health.
1. CPE strongly advises you to consult your doctor and make sure your
immunizations are up to date. Tell your doctor which country you will be
travelling to and ask which shots are recommended.
2. CPE highly advises you to get a Tetanus immunization prior to any travel outside
of the United States.
3. For government recommendations and health advisories for specific countries
visit http://www.cdc.gov/travel.
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4. Protect yourself against insect bites, especially mosquitoes. Bring strong mosquito
repellent (DEET) and always wear it! Avoid wearing perfume and cologne. Your
clothing should cover your arms and legs to minimize your exposure to
mosquitoes.
5. Other health tips in regards to eating follow the
saying, "If you can peel it, you can eat it." Good
examples of this are bananas, oranges, etc. Avoid
eating lettuce and other vegetables and fruits,
which have been washed in the local water. Make
sure that your plates, cups, and eating utensils are
dry before using them. Bottled soft drinks, hot
coffee and hot tea are safe beverages. Drinks
containing ice which has not been purified are not
safe to drink. Be sure to request purified water at
the hotel for drinking and for brushing your teeth.
We recommend taking a small dose of Pepto Bismol (1 or 2 tablets) the day before
you depart to help coat your stomach against minor bacterial problems. Take at least
one tablet each morning while overseas, and continuing until 2 days after you return.
Please consult your local health department and physician regarding these
recommendations and as to what is best for you.

Travel Advisory
The Department of State issues travel advisories concerning serious health or security
conditions that may affect U.S. citizens. Current advisories are available at
http://travel.state.gov.
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How On Earth Do I Communicate?
Preparing Public Presentations
Don’t be surprised if you are asked to speak in a public setting. You may be asked to
give a devotional in a small group or to speak through a translator to share your
testimony. Team leaders may be asked to preach an evangelistic message. On these
occasions you don’t want to be reading from your tract. When the time comes God
will help you, but here are a few tips to help you prepare.
 Keep in mind… Who is your audience? Assume there are nonbelievers present.

-

What can team members do if they aren't preaching? Nationals generally enjoy:
Songs, either solos or by the whole team, especially in their language
Personal testimonies
Puppet shows
Explaining to the kids how to use a witnessing bracelet (which presents the
Gospel to the adults listening)

 If you are giving an evangelistic message, stick to a simple story which focuses on
clearly presenting the Gospel of Christ:
- Nicodemus in John 3
- Zacchaeus in Luke 19
- Woman at the well in John 4
- Your personal testimony--refer to
appropriate Scripture
- Philippian Jailer in Acts 16
 If you are giving a discipleship-type message, keep it simple and straightforward.
You might want to use:
- Abiding in the Vine in John 15
- Parable of the Wise and Foolish
Builders: Matthew 7
- Parable of the Sower: Matthew 13
- Good Samaritan in Luke 10
- Jesus Washing Feet in John 13
 Use simple words. Avoid slang, jokes, poetry and theological jargon (ie. saved,
born again). It is difficult if not impossible to translate, even by a great translator.
 Remember, most of the translators will not be fluent in English. Speak slowly,
not just more loudly. Pause after each sentence. But don't stop every few words.
Get a complete idea out so the translator knows where you are going.
 Try very hard to go over your presentation with your translator beforehand. This
will give him or her an idea of where you are headed. You can discuss any words
that he or she does not understand or, worse yet, misunderstands. Ask them to
summarize the ideas briefly so you can see if your message made it over the first
hurdle.
 Remember, your speaking time will more than double as it is translated. Stick to
your main points. Give only enough detail to make your points.
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Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally
It is impractical, if not impossible, to outline for each ministry participant all the
local nuances, customs, body language, hand gestures, facial expressions… and so on
that have special meaning in your ministry area. What we want to do, however, is
alert you to the fact that nonverbal ways in which you communicate back home will
be different on the field. Not only will the spoken and written language be different,
but the nonverbal "silent" language also will be different!
Don't be afraid of every move, though. Just as Americans are more apt to cut some
slack to someone with out-of-state license plates who is driving a little weird, the
nationals will cut you some slack because you are from out-of-town--way out of
town. Just keep your eyes and ears open--and enjoy what you will be learning.
You will notice many things. Let God show you how others do things. To the extent
that you think it appropriate, imitate the nationals. Don’t worry, you have
permission to leave your comfort zone.
The bottom line: don't jump to conclusions, particularly on those matters where
there are not specific Biblical prohibitions. Watch how the national Christians react.
Try to figure out what underlying cultural assumptions are behind common
practices.
You are going to a foreign country with a culture you do not understand. You will be
speaking to people who for the most part speak a language that you (at least most of
you) do not understand. Your message consists of what the Apostle Paul described
as "God's secret mystery" in 1 Corinthians 2:7.
So what are we to do? We have no choice but to trust the Holy Spirit to get across
the message of the Good News. Across cultural barriers. Across language barriers.
Across other barriers. It is the Lord who saves, not us. Nowhere is this more evident
than in a cross-cultural situation.
But that does not mean we pack our suitcase and leave the rest totally to God. He
expects us to do our best, just as we trust Him for the fruit. Here are some
suggestions' to help you do your part.

1.

Read 1 Cor. 1:26-31. Praise God for His willingness to use us in the awesome
endeavor of taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ to other parts of our world.

2.

Read 1 Cor. 2:1-5. Thank God for sending the Holy Spirit to save many of those
you will meet on your CPE ministry.

3. Listen

first. God’s Holy Spirit has been working ahead of you to convict and
prepare people for the Gospel. Listen to their words for ints of the Holy Spirits
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work. Remember the most important words the unbeliever may hear during your
visit are not yours but theirs telling of how God is at work in their lives. Listen
before you speak.

4. Get

involved with the people you meet. This applies to both the national
Christians and the unsaved you are trying to reach. Eat with them. Play
basketball or soccer or whatever with them. Show concern and compassion for
them. Do not spend all your time huddled with the Americans.

5. Learn at least a little bit of the language. Even a few "Hi, how are you?" type of
phrases help. The more you learn, the more you can be involved with them.

6. Realize that your ministry is part of a process. The nationals you will work with

are a part of that longer process. Encourage them, love them, and respect them as
they go about this work, which will continue long after you return home.

7. Focus

on the other person, not yourself. Watch how people react. Try to
understand what people understand. Do not assume that because you said the
words they heard what you meant.

8. Avoid wishful hearing. Try to understand what someone is telling you. Do not

just jump to a conclusion. Listen carefully. Restate what you think you heard.
Ask questions to see if you understand what they really mean.

9. Understand our goal. Can you repeat it at the drop of a hat? Our goal is to equip

and engage laypeople in evangelism, discipleship and cell or church planting in
order to make disciple making disciples and plant church planting churches. We
do it through a ministry of appointment and door-to-door evangelism and an
aggressive, immediate follow-up for discipleship of new converts. Keep that in
mind at all times.

10.

Practice what you preach. People want to see in you what you are trying to
tell them. Be patient, forgiving, full of grace, unselfish, etc.

11.

How you perceive your audience colors your communication. Ask God to give
you a true love for them. Do not look down at them. Love them instead of pitying
them.

12.

Try to find out who you are talking to. A believer? An unbeliever? Unemployed?
Professional? Father? Single? Married? Church member?
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13.

Look for opportunities to get the nationals involved. Encourage them to
participate in the witnessing. It will increase their commitment, courage, and selfconfidence.

14.

Before you go to an appointment, pay careful attention during the training times.
As you listen and train with them this, too, will increase their commitment, courage,
and self-confidence.

15.

In addition to communicating verbally and in writing, you will be communicating
in several other ways. What will you be saying through:

 The clothes you wear, the bag you carry, and the jewelry you take? Try not to look
like the "rich foreigner." Remember, it is their idea of "rich," not yours.
 Your tone of voice? The nationals may not know the harsh words you speak to
another member of your team, but they probably will be able interpret your message
by the tone of your voice.
 Your body language and gestures:' Do you have any nervous habits that will give you
away? Be careful of gestures. A thumbs up in the United States gives people a lift, but
in some places it is obscene!
 Touching of others? Touches mean different things to different people in different
cultures. Sometimes touches such as hugs or holding hands are good, and sometimes
they are not. And it often depends on the relationship of the people. Watch carefully
and do as they do.
 Your attitude toward time? In some countries being 5 minutes late is rude. In other
countries being only 30 minutes late is being pushy. Watch and learn.
 Your "personal space?" If someone gets within 24 inches of a North American, he
thinks the other person is too pushy. If someone is 24 inches from a Latin American,
he may think the other person is cold and unfriendly! Look for clues around you as
the nations talk to each more comfortable, and you will experience the richness of
God's diverse creation.

16.

We all have personal networks. Those networks filter the messages. When going
into a new area, try to find out how people get news. Is it through a local shopkeeper
that everyone buys their Cokes? Is it at the tortilla shop? Around the corner at the
local bar? Standing at the local bus stop? Who are the key people? Can you go to them
first? Or should they be last? Get into the network. Once in Merida, Mexico God led
a team member to lead the leading lady in the community to the Lord. Every night
after preaching services were held in her front yard and people flocked to her house to
hear the gospel.

17.

When you set up a discipleship follow-up visit, you may feel free to ask the person
if they would like to invite two or three relatives or friends. Each person's personal
network also is important because what others think in that network will have a big
impact on those who have prayed to receive Christ. If others are negative, the new
believer may find it extremely difficult to join the church. On the other hand, if others
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are positive, then an entire group may become active in the church. Also discipleship
continues more consistently in a small group/cell environment. The establishment of
small cells groups of new believers being discipled is one of the targetable goals of the
ministry.

18.

Imitate, imitate, imitate. Watch your hosts in all that they do. How do the men
react to others? How do the women react to others? Facial expressions? Distance
between people? When in Rome, do as the Romans do. Assume that all you have
learned is now out of place and try to act like the natives. They will feel more
comfortable, and you will experience the richness of God's diverse creation.

19.

Live the message. Let people see Christ in you. Share your heart with the people.
Let them see the struggles you have had, the hurts that you have endured, and how
Christ has helped you through these trials.

20.

Seek feedback. Ask the nationals if you are getting across. Tell them you want to
do the best job possible for the glory of our Lord, and that you need their suggestions
to be more effective.

~ 29 ~

Language Helps
You were obedient and filled out the application. Perhaps you were secretly hoping that
the application was as far as this missions "thing" would go. But you were accepted! Now
you really are going to that new country on a short-term ministry.
"But I don't know the language!! How in the world
can God use me??"
Familiar words. Most of the people going on CPE
ministries do not speak the language. So you are not
alone.
“I don't have time to learn the language." More
familiar words. Well, you are right. You probably do
not have time to "learn the language."
Try and learn at least a few phrases in the local language. If for no other reason, it is just
plain polite to at least make an attempt to say some things that the people will understand
in their own tongue. Think of situations you might run into.
For example, you will be meeting and saying good-bye to many people during the week.
You especially will be meeting many parents and their kids. You will be eating in people's
homes. You will be thanking nationals for their help and hard work. You will be handing
out tracts.
Instead of "learning the language," just learn one or two phrases to use in each of these
specific situations! That's not so hard, is it? Start out with the situations that you will
encounter the most: meeting people and saying good-by. Then, depending on the time you
have to put into it, you can just add situations and phrases to your repertoire.
As you use whatever tools you have to learn the language of the country where you are
going, identify some common situations and the phrases that you can use in those
situations. Think about the situations as you repeat the phrases. When you are on the
ministry, use the phrases. But also pay attention to other phrases the nationals use in that
particular situation. They may use a different phrase that is more commonly used in their
country, state, city or even church. Ask them to write it down for you. Imitate them!
You also will be amazed at how even a few simple phrases will endear you to the
nationals. They will understand your plight of not knowing the language, but they will
appreciate your efforts to learn their language!
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What in the World Do I Do When I Get Home?
Coming Off The Mountain
Our prayer for you is that this ministry will be a "Hallelujah"
type of mountain top experience for you. We pray that God
will use this ministry to stretch you, to teach you, to show
you His awesome power.
We are creatures of our culture. We also are captives of our culture. We look at the Bible
and what God expects of us through our culture’s glasses. Seeing another culture up close
helps us to see things in our culture that we often miss. As God opens your eyes on the
ministry, you will notice things about home that you had been blind to before.
1st as you return home, remember that those at home will not have had this experience.
Be careful not to develop a feeling of superiority. It is difficult to communicate spiritual
lessons that you learned on the ministry if you have a prideful attitude. Don’t judge your
church harshly from your experience if they aren’t riding as high as you have been for the
week. Stay humble.
2nd do not be surprised when other people do not want to take the time to listen to your
stories. While they may express interest in your trip, time did not stand still for them while
you were gone. They will have things they want to tell you as well.
3rd do not be surprised when you go through post-ministry blahs. This feeling may include
restlessness--a desire to return to the ministry area as soon as possible. You may feel tired.
You may be more emotional than usual. It may include a great deal of dissatisfaction with
the way things are at home. You may feel confusion over conflicting feelings and attitudes
that you have developed.
Every Mountain has a valley. Someone has said there is no graceful way to come down
from a Mountain. But there is. Come down your Mountain top with a humble heart
intent on serving as God gives you opportunity.
Realize that it will take some time to sort things out. In fact, the more life-changing the
ministry, the more you will experience these feelings. Be honest with people. Allow your
family and friends to help you readjust by talking to them about your feelings. Don't bottle
it up.
4th Your experience isn’t over nor your ministry. It is time to make a commitment to build
on what God has done through and in you. I encourage you to engage another team
member and hold one another accountable in applying your experience to your life and
ministry at home. Below are some things you should focus on as you make the transition.
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 Prayer is just as important now as it was before and during the ministry. Ask our
loving Father to show you how He wants you to use what He taught you on the
ministry back at home.
 Report to your prayer and financial partners. Let them know how vital they were to
the success of the ministry.
 Beware of negative comments. If you encountered problems on the ministry, be
careful of how and when you tell others about those problems. If they are the first
thing that you talk about, they will color the opinions of others a great deal.
Remember, you may be molding your listener’s concepts of world missions by what
you say! Be fair and balanced.
Watering a new church is just as important as planting it. God may have used you to help
plant a new church. Perhaps He now wants you to water it. Some watering suggestions
are listed below.
 Pray for your new national friends and the new believers. You now are more aware of
their needs. Write them down to help you remember.
 Write your new national friends. Let them know you are praying for them. You can
be of great encouragement to them even though you are back home. You may want to
look at some of the letters the Apostle Paul wrote to churches he helped plant. For
example, look at 1 Thessalonians 1. Do his words express how you feel? If so, write
these words to your new friends. If you have a bilingual Bible, you even can write
them in your handwriting in their own language!
 Pictures can be a ministry tool! Send pictures back to your new friends. Remember not
to promise the pictures while you are there—but send them from home.
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Telling Others About Your Trip
As you travel back home, use some of the time to ask God to give you wisdom on how to
share what He has been teaching you. Just as God may have used you powerfully on the
foreign mission field, He also may want to use you powerfully when you return. You
may be a tool He uses to excite others about missions, or about evangelism at home.
As you prayerfully consider what to share with others in your church or friends think
about the following:
Ask God to show you dynamic equivalents for what you did overseas that you can do
in your own back yard. For example; Pray that God would give you some new believer
or new Christian you can disciple. When a non-believer friend asks you what you did on
your trip, tell them, “I can’t tell you but I can show you.” Treat them to lunch and show
them what you did. Many people have found their new disciple through this response.
God has given you a great tool to share the Gospel with non-believers. But it is like an ice
sculpture--it will be gone in a few days or weeks. This tool is the fact that you have left
the United States on a trip. Co-workers, friends, family, neighbors and many other people
probably will be interested in your trip, whether or not they are Christians.
Think back over the week and pick out one personal story that you can use to share the
Gospel. Perhaps it was how you shared a Bible verse in your bilingual Bible with
someone you could not talk to. Perhaps it was the joy of someone when they learned
about Jesus. Without being "preachy," try to use these type of stories to make the Good
News part of your story about the trip.
 How did God find me before the ministry? Proud? Scared? Uncaring? Uninformed?
Self-centered? Etc.
 What happened to me during the ministry? Boil this down to one or two specific
stories. Put faces with the stories. Focus on one or two people you met on the
ministry. Keep it short and to the point.
 Give God the glory! Can you be trusted with the news of God's power? Who will you
give the credit to? Will you give it all to our sovereign Lord? Or will you try to take it
for yourself? "I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another"
Isaiah 42:8a
 Don't preach, unless you are a preacher. Tell others what God has done in your life
and let the Holy Spirit take it from there.
 Don't be too critical, especially of attitudes or programs back home. If you think
changes are appropriate, share how God is leading you to change. Let your changed
life speak first.
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Say Thank You as You Report the Results
Many of you raised support to cover the costs of this trip. Don’t forget to let everyone who
contributed to your ministry know how your trip went once you get back. You’ll also want to
contact your prayer team so they’ll know how their prayers have been answered and how they
can pray for the new believers.
Before you leave, decide how you will say "Thanks" to people. Letter? Pictures of you with
some new believers? Small gifts? Picture party? Report in Sunday School class? Report to
Missions Committee? Small group?
While you are on the trip, look for ways to show your appreciation when you get back home.
Perhaps it will be by telling a story of someone who trusted Christ. Or by bringing back
something with the foreign language on it to give to people or names and addresses of new
believers so people can pray for them. Be creative!
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Appendix A
Good News
Hello my name is John Doe and I live in
the state of Washington in the United States. I
have wanted to visit your lovely country for
some time and I am so glad I am here. I want to
share with you a great work that God did in my
life.
For many years I tried to become happy
by making money, going to parties, and living
my way. But these things only made me empty.
I knew I was sinning against God.
I realized I needed God to save me form
my sins and to take away my emptiness.
Then one day, some friends showed me
that the Bible says that we all have sin that
separates us from God, and that we all deserve
eternal punishment for our sins. The Bible says
that no person can take away his sins by doing
good things or going to church. But God loved
us so much that He sent His Son Jesus Christ
to die on the cross to pay for our sins. Jesus
was buried, and after 3 days He arose from the
dead. The Bible says that any person who
believes these truths and puts all his faith only
in Jesus Christ alone will be forgive forever
through Jesus’ blood and has eternal life with
God. So that day I put my faith in Jesus alone. I
asked Jesus to forgive all my sins and to by my
Lord.
Today my life as a Christian is full of joy,
peace, and purpose. I know God loves me and
has forgiven me. Best of all, I know that I will be
with God forever when I die. I know that God
loves me and that hw will never leave me alone
and empty.
I would like to share with you how you
too can be forgiven of you sins and have
eternal life with God.

God’s Plan for Your Salvation
1. Do you believe in God? (Deut. 10:17-18)
Yes__ No__
2. Do you believe that God loves you? (Jn. 3:16)
Yes__No__
3. Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
Yes__No__
(Matt 16:15-16, John 1:1-2)
4. Do you believe you are a sinner? (Rom. 3:10, 23) Yes__No__
5.Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins?
(Rom. 5:8, John 1:29)
Yes__No__
6.Do you know what you must do with your sins? Yes__No__
The Bible says in 1 John 1:9, If you confess your sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” Do you believe this?
Yes__No__
7. Rom. 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Would you
like for Jesus to save you from your sins?
Yes__No__
8. This is what you must do...in Rev. 3:20 Jesus says, "Behold
I stand at the door and knock; if any man hears my voice,
and opens the door, I will come in to him..."
Would you like to open the door to your heart to Christ now?
If you want to open the door to your heart to Christ, please
listen to this prayer and decide if you want to receive Christ
into your life:
Oh God, I know that I am unworthy without you, and
That I need you. Thank you that Christ died for my
sins, and offered me eternal life, I ask you to forgive
my sins and to help me not to sin against you. I accept
Christ as my Savior and open the door to my heart. Take
my life into your hands and make it abundant and useful,
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
Does this prayer represent what you want to say to Christ now?
Yes__No__
(Please repeat this prayer after me, phrase by phrase.)
9. After saying this prayer, do you believe that Christ has
entered your heart, and that he has forgiven you of your sins
as it says in 1 John 1:9?
Yes__ No__
10. Do you believe that now you are indeed a son/daughter of
God as it says in John 1 :12?
Yes__ No__
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Appendix B

NOTES DEFINING A PROPER USE OF THE TRACT
Good News and God’s Plan for Your Salvation
© 2004 Church Partnership Evangelism Publications.

DIALOGUE EVANGELISM:
When using the tract remember that our goal is to establish a dialogue with those we are
visiting. We believe that God is already at work in their lives and we want to find out
what he is showing them. Almost all the questions you ask from the tract have a follow
up question that you will want to ask even though it is not written in the tract. The
unwritten question is the most important. We ask it in order to listen to them share in
their words what God is teaching them. We ask these questions so that they, by their
own mouths, may speak truth to themselves and us and we by listening may know how
to speak truth into their lives. Our aim is a respectful and meaningful dialogue where the
Spirit of God is helping us listen to them and speak truth to them.
There is no place you will go where God has not gone before us and is not there. And
there is no person you can talk to that has not already heard the voice of the Spirit
convicting them of sin and righteousness and judgment. If we will listen to them we can
learn to cooperate with the Spirit in this work. And when we help people talk about what
God is teaching them and then we put next to their words the words of Jesus Christ and
His gospel our conversation echoes with the power of the Holy Spirit! This is the best
way of doing evangelism.
GETTING STARTED:
When going out to appointments or visiting in the homes of individuals it is good to
note that teams of two are almost always more effective than teams of 3 or more.
Smaller teams are less threatening and more likely be received into the home. The one
drawback is that when you take three or more you are providing a context for training
more persons in personal dialogue evangelism. Ultimately the Pastor must decide the
size of the teams. If you use a larger team they will work more effectively in lower class
communities. In the middle class teams should almost always be limited to two or three.
All team members should be thoroughly familiar with the use of the tract. It is a plus if
these participants may also have a working knowledge of other evangelistic tools i.e.
Evangelism Explosion.
Outreach by Appointment: CPE prioritizes visiting those with whom an appointment
has been made. These will be unsaved family members, friends, neighbors and work
associates of members of the host church. In advance of the CPE teams arrival and the
outreach ministry the host church must begin working with their people in small groups
or as a whole congregation to identify those unsaved people with whom they have
reconciling relationships. It shouldn’t be difficult for people to come up with at least eight
names. Then these individuals should be strategically targeted for prayer. In the days
leading up to the outreach event they should be contacted by their friends for an
appointment.
Simply explain to them that you have a friend coming from outside the country
who wishes to meet your friends and to share with them how God turned his or her life
around. (Or words to that effect.) Then directly asked them if at a time you suggest you
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could bring them by and introduce them. You will be surprised at how open your friends
will be to this and this will be in part because of the prayers you have prayed for them
and the relationship you have built with them.
Once you go to meet your friend with the North American it is important that you
take a few moments for greetings and to share casual conversation. Then you can
transfer the conversation into a presentation of the gospel. The following material will
apply to this setting.
Outreach Door to Door - At the door: (The following material is written from the
perspective of a door to door outreach but the material applies equally with outreach
through appointments.)
I. How to introduce the tract:
Don't! Instead introduce the person, the North American. Simply say "Hello my name
is _____ and this is my friend ______ who has come all the way from______ in order to
share with the people of our community about something wonderful that has happened
in his life. He can't speak ______ but he has had his testimony translated and he wants
me to share it with you." At this point you hand them the tract. Notice you have not
asked them any questions that they can respond negatively too, but have assumed that
they will let you present this testimony to them.
NOTE! THIS IS WHAT YOU SHOULD NOT SAY.
•
•
•
•
•

Don't ask questions. "Can I read this tract to you!" "Can we have a few minutes of
your time!"
Don't introduce your denomination. When you do that you are building walls not
tearing them down.
Don't say we want to talk about the Bible with you.
Don't use religious words.
Don't debate religions such as Catholicism or the prominent religion of the
country you live in.

If in a Catholic community you can disarm the catholic. If they say, "I am not interested
for I am catholic." Then say truthfully, "Good! You are just the kind of person we want to
talk too. You believe the Bible is God's Word, you believe Jesus is God's Son and just
like us you love Jesus. We just want to share with you what he has done in our lives."
(No negatives, only positives.)
If they ask you what religion you represent tell them you don't represent religion.
Our message is not one of religion but of relationship. You may wish to tell them that
you are a follower of Jesus Christ.
If the individual will not let you speak with them thank them very politely and go
on your way. Don't push them to listen.
If the individual is already a Christian search them for their reason of assurance.
Finally ask to pray with them for the success of our ministry and after praying move on.
Don't take the luxury of lingering to visit with them unless they have a pressing need God
has sent you there to address.
2.

Now you are reading the testimony.
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They should have a tract in hand and you will read the testimony out loud with them
following along. Be familiar with the content of the testimony and read it prayerfully and
thoughtfully. When you are nervous or after you have done it a number of times your
temptation is to go fast but read it slowly and thoughtfully.
3. After reading the testimony move immediately to the next page.
Don't ask to read it but assume this privilege.
Don't introduce it as a questionnaire. THIS IS NOT A QUESTIONNAIRE!
Say to them, "These 10 questions will help you understand how God did this in
my friend's life and/or these 10 questions will help you understand how God can do the
same in your life."
Turn their tract over to the inside page and hand it to them. If you feel it is
appropriate, you may choose at this time to give them a pencil they can use to mark yes
or no as they respond to the questions. NOW PRAYERFULLY PROCEED.
(Note: It is important that you let them read the Bible verses out of the Bible instead of
off the tract. Do this as often as possible even if it is written on the tract. Especially keep
this in mind when reading Rom. 6:23, and Rev. 3:20. You may even ask if they have a
Bible if they do use theirs in presenting the verses.)
Once again, as you go through these questions, remember that under most questions is
a dialogue question that will help you get them to talk and you to listen to how God is
working in their lives.

THE PLAN OF GOD FOR YOUR SALVATION
1. Do you believe in God? (Deut. 10:17-18)
Most people will say, “yes.” The dialogue question now is, “What is your
understanding of God. How would you describe him to me or a person who didn’t know
Him?”
Give them time to answer. Usually they will speak of him as the creator or maker
of all things. Whatever their answer, there will be almost always something they share
that you can take note of and say that you agree with them. Now take time to add to
their thought some of your own thoughts. Share with them that God is all powerful, that
he is holy, that he is loving and that he is a person and can be known as any person can
be known.
At this time I like to point out that God’s greatest desire is that we would know
him personally. I share with them that Genesis chapter one says we are all made in
God’s image. The reason for this is that God wants us to know him. While they cannot
know their dog or an animal because they are not made in the image of a dog or any
other animal, they can know God, the all powerful, holy, Creator God because they are
made in His image. In fact this is why they exist. This is our purpose for being. We
exist to know God and please him.
A further reference verse is Psalm 100:3 "Know ye that the Lord, he is God; it is
he who hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture." People need to know that we are referring them to the God who made all
things.
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2. Do you believe that God loves you? (John 3:16)
Again almost everyone will answer, “yes.” The next dialogue question is, “What
have you experienced in your life that made or makes you feel as though God loved
you? Besides what you have been told, when is the first time you knew by what you had
experienced that God loved you?”
You will be surprised at some of the wonderful and touching stories that people
will share with you.
A good thing to say when they answer yes and after sharing with you their story
is, "That is right! He does love us and as we go on I hope you will come to understand
just how much He loves you."
3. Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? (Matt. 16:15-16, John 1:1-2)
Depending on what country we work in this question may be changed to, “What
is your understanding of who Jesus Christ is?” In any place this should be the dialogue
question.
It is at this point that we may wish to emphasize the miracles of Jesus, his
declaration to be the Son of God, and his death, burial and resurrection as proof of his
claims. In some countries it will be important to emphasize that we do not believe in
many God’s but only one God who is expressed in three persons.
Jesus' claim to be the Son of God (that is to be God the Son) was proven beyond
doubt by his bodily resurrection from the dead. Thomas realized the implications of the
fact of Christ's resurrection when after he saw, heard and touched Christ he bowed and
said, "My Lord and my God." (John 20:28)
4. Do you believe that you are a sinner? (Rom. 3:10, 3:23)
The dialogue question here is quite personal. Admit this to them before asking
them. Ask them, “How do you know that you are a sinner?” They will most likely say, “I
sin like everyone else.” Help them to get specific. Ask them, “What do you do that
makes you know you’re a sinner? When you go to bed at night what do you feel guilty
about?” If they hesitate be transparent with them and share with them some of your
struggles or how you came to know you were a sinner. Be specific with them without
being detailed. Then after being open with them say, “How about you? Where do you
struggle with sin?” If they will open up with you it is a sure sign that the Spirit is at work
in your dialogue and opening up their hearts to His voice.
Many people will say yes to this question but they have a hard time accepting it
as true. They reason that they have not committed murder or adultery so they are not big
sinners. One man told me he had no sins, "Only vices." It is important to point out to
them that one little sin makes you a complete sinner and that also from the view of God,
who is absolutely pure and holy, there is very little difference between the greatest and
the least sin.
Isaiah 64:6 says, "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness
are as a filthy rag." This does not mean that God does not approve of us doing good to
one another. What it means is that we cannot count on our goodness to bring us into a
right relationship with God. The best we can do is tainted with sin and therefore
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deformed. Example: A little bit of leaven deforms a whole lump of bread. So a little sin
deforms and makes unholy all our good deeds.
At this point I almost always like to have them read Romans 3:10-18. I explain to
them that what we see that is sin in our lives is just a small part of the sin God sees in
us. This passage shows us what God sees in every heart at its depth that has not been
cleansed by Him. Although it doesn’t sound like us it is what God knows to be true of us
deep inside. Our only hope is to find a way to have Him make us clean from the inside
out.
5. Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins? (Rom. 5:8, Jn. 1:29)
In some countries it is better to ask, “Do you understand why the Bible teaches
that Jesus Christ died for man’s sins?” It is very possible to quickly go through the first 4
questions without offering any explanations but you should always take time to discuss
this question. If they say yes, ask them, “What do they think it means that Jesus died for
our sins?” If they so no, ask them, “Why do they think he died?” It is important at this
point to give them room to offer some input by asking these questions. This will help to
hold their interest. Whatever their answer now you must explain what this statement
means.
I like to explain to them that Christ's suffering was far more than just physical but
that spiritually he bore the greater suffering. For on the cross he took every single sin
that has ever been committed by the individual I'm talking to and by myself and through
out all of history. He did not just take on himself this tremendous weight of sin but he
suffered there all the punishment that each sin deserves. All the torment of Hell each sin
requires was suffered by the eternal Son Jesus Christ on the cross. If we were to pay
for this sin ourselves it would take us forever suffering in Hell. Jesus paid for the sin on
the cross and when he had pared it in full he rose again from the grave. That is how
much Jesus loves us. He would have suffered for all the worlds’ sins if you were the only
one who would accept the payment he made.
On the positive side not only did he take our sin but also for those who receive
him he offers to transfer to our account all of his goodness. II Cor. 5:21 is a good closing
verse to show them to demonstrate this understanding.
Evangelism Explosion also offers a good illustration. Put a book in one hand and
explain that this book represents all the recorded sins in our life, sins of thought and of
deed, sins of doing what we should not have done and not doing what we should have
done. They are all written in a book of judgment and if any of us are judged according to
that book there is enough evidence there to condemn us. (Place book in palm of your
hand) this sin is resting on us and it keeps us out of heaven and it blocks our relationship
with a holy God. What can be done with it?
This is why Jesus died. (Raise your other hand and point out that it represents
Jesus Christ) All those sins where paid for by him so that we would not of necessity have
to pay for them ourselves. (Transfer book over into the hand representing Jesus.) Ask
them if this is what they understand.
6. Do you know what to do with your sins?
It is important to pause after this question and let them attempt to give an
answer. If they mark yes ask them what, if no give them an opportunity to say why they
marked no. Regardless of what their answer is do not respond with a correction or a
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negative. Accept their answer with a simple, "OK" and move on. This question is
designed to drive home a sense of need.
Evangelism Explosion's question is even more thought provoking and you might
like to use it here. "Suppose that you were to die tonight and stand before God and He
were to say to you, "Why should I let you into My heaven!" What would you say?"
Now you may read the rest of part 6. The answer will be yes because God has
promised this to us and He cannot lie.
7. Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death hut the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
STOP! Don't go any further until you explain to them what this death sentence
for sin means. Tell them there are three kinds of death and they all involve separation.
I. Physical death - When we die physically our bodies go in the earth and our
spirits separate from our bodies and go either to heaven or to hell. The separation of our
bodies and spirits is physical death.
2. Spiritual death - Because of our sin we our separated from a relationship with
God. This is spiritual death, All of our religion and good works cannot remove from us
the weight of sin that makes us separated from God (Spiritually dead).
3. Eternal death - If we physically die in a state of being spiritually dead we will
remain separated from God forever. This is called Eternal death or Hell.
God's remedy for this death is to give us the free gift of Eternal life through his
Son Jesus.
God's standard of judgement is: sin = eternal death.
There are two ways to pay for your sin. You can accept the free gift of eternal life
and the payment Jesus made for your sin on the Cross or you can pay for your sins
yourself by suffering forever separated from God.
Now go on and ask the question:
Would you like Jesus to save you from your sins?
If they say no, don't push. But you will be surprised many will say yes. Don't get
to excited many people want Christ to save them from their sins but when the terms are
given they don't want to do it his way. Keep going on prayerfully.
Question number 8 is very important. Go slowly.
8. This is what you must do...in Rev. 3:20 Jesus says, " Behold I stand at the door
and knock; if any man hears my voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him."
At this point in the dialogue you should not be referring to the tract. Go to Rev.
3:20 and have them read it aloud. After they read it STOP! Ask them what door they
think that Jesus is knocking on. They should answer, "the door of my life, my heart, my
soul etc." Your answer should be. "That's right! Many times people hear the knocking
when they feel guilty or are going through struggles or thinking about the meaning of life
etc. But they mistakenly think Jesus is knocking on the door of their house. They think
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he wants them to become religious. They say more prayers. They may go to church or
put a picture of Jesus up on the wall. They try to get near to God. They get religious. Yet
all the time Jesus is knocking on the door of your heart. He is not asking you to be more
religious. He wants to have a relationship with you. He wants to come in your life and
take away your sin and bring you back into a relationship with God. Make you spiritually
alive!"
NOW ask the question. Say their name.
Would you like to open the door of your heart to Christ today!
If they say the door has been open already explain to them that Jesus is a
gentleman and He won't go in through an open door unless you invite him in.
If they say no; Don't push it. You may ask why.
If they say yes; Read the prayer of acceptance slowly and prayerfully. Ask them
to listen and decide if the prayer expresses the true sentiment of their hearts. Explain to
them it is very important that they only do this if they mean it with all their heart. After
reading the prayer ask them if this is what they would like to say to Jesus today. If they
say yes have them repeat after you the prayer, phrase for phrase. DO NOT READ THE
PRAYER TO QUICKLY BUT PRAYERFULLY. You might want to explain to them that
they only need to do this one time if they are sincere. It is a onetime prayer for all time.
IMPORTANT: Although you may be eager to lead them in prayer and they may
be eager as well this is the time to stop and explain to them the seriousness of their
decision. There are four common reasons why people may pray to receive Christ and all
of them are the wrong reasons and lack the sincerity God is looking for. Many people
are either sentimental, sacramental, superstitious, or polite, or they may be all four. Yet
this prayer is not just a sentimental statement that makes you feel good. It is also not a
sacrament one must do along with other acts of religious commitment in order to be
saved. It is the only thing one must do to be saved. Again this is not something you do
out of a superstitious fear. Last of all should you do it to conform to someone else’s
expectations. This decision is one in which a person is desperate to have Jesus. They
are making a lifetime, eternal commitment to give their hearts and lives to God. They
are turning from everything that has gone before and looking only to Christ to save them.
I like to explain to people that this is a free gift but that God can only give it to
empty hands. A person must be willing to let go of every known sin in their lives. They
must also release their confidence in their own goodness to satisfy God. They must
even be willing to give to God all they hold dear. They must want this gift of Jesus over
everything else.
You must ask them if they are willing to make that kind of commitment to God. A
onetime for all time decision to let God live and rule in their hearts is what you are
seeking!
This test will stop a number from praying to receive Christ who may initially have
been willing to. They may tell you they need to consider so important a decision longer.
Agree with them and make an appointment to follow them up for the specific purpose of
pressing them for that decision once they have had time to think about it.
Those who do pray to receive the Lord Jesus Christ: After they have prayed the
prayer you may move on to the last two questions. However don't at any time become
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stuck with your nose in the tract. If they pray the first thing you should do is rejoice with
them. Tell them that if they were sincere God has;
1. Come into their hearts (Rev. 3:20)
2. Forgiven them of their sins (I John 1:9)
3. Made them His child (John 1:12)
4. Given them eternal life (Rom. 6:23)
Tell them that their feelings are not as important as God's promise and if they
were sincere than God has kept His promise.
Two passages I suggest that you share with a new convert are John 1:12 and I
John 5: 11 -12. They offer a rich assurance.
BEFORE LEAVING:
After having given them the follow up lesson number one and a New Testament, set
a time to revisit them before the campaign is over.
Don't ask. "Can we come back and visit you!" They might want to say yes but this
kind of question is too easy to say 'no' to. Instead explain to them:
I. That your friend is going to be leaving in a few days and wishes to return to say good
bye.
2. That at that time you will be available to try and answer any questions they might have
after doing the lesson.
3. That if they finish the first lesson that you will give them a second lesson at that time.
4. Finally ask them when a good time to visit them would be the following day. For
example, "When would be a good time to see you tomorrow morning?" They will help
you find the time. Assume the privilege of the second visit.
Be sure that you leave them with the tract, the lesson and a New Testament.
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Appendix C
FOLLOW-UP AND DISCIPLESHIP OF NEW BELIEVERS
© 2004, Church Partnership Evangelism Publications
Introduction:
It is crucial that in our follow-up and discipleship that we are willing to invest ourselves in
the lives of those who have made a profession of faith. Our evangelistic work is not
complete unless we are willing to invest time, energy and discipline in our follow-up.
Remember God calls us to make disciples not to collect decisions. (Matthew 28:19-20)
Strategy:
1. Once a person has made a profession of faith in Christ, it is important to
invest time with him/her in personal follow-up, confirming that the person has
made a conscientious decision. There are many reasons why a person may
have made a profession of faith in Christ:





Because of a poor understanding of the message.
Because of curiosity.
Because they knew they might get some free literature.
Because of politeness or pressure, etc.
The discipler needs to make sure that he/she understands why the person made a
profession of faith.
2. Make sure the first lesson in the “Fundamental Truths” follow-up series are given to
the person who has made a profession of faith. Arrange with that person a follow-up
visit for the next day if possible or the soonest day after that. Ask them not if, but
when you may visit them on a specific day. At that time tell them that you will
respond to any question they may have in respect to the first lesson. Encourage
them to ask God to confirm truth to them as they study the discipleship lesson. Tell
them that God can show them from the Bible what
is true.
3. If you are meeting with more than one new believer at a time, you should
intentionally think of this as a new believer cell group. This is a group that can grow
as you reach out to others or as you invite into it at the right time a Christian brother
or sister to support your ministry to these new Christians. Even if you are meeting
with a new believer one on one, you should begin to move him fairly soon into the
follow-up into a small group setting. Target that between the 4th and 6th lesson you
will have them in a small group setting with other new believers. This kind of setting
is a pathway into the full life of the Church.
4. When conducting a follow-up lesson:
a) You should first begin by spending time visiting casually.
b) To begin the lesson, lead in a simple prayer asking God to make His truth known
to all present including yourself.
c) See that every one has a Bible. At the first lesson show the person how they
may use the table of contents to find books and how they may then look up
verses that are quoted in the lesson.
d) Share the reading of the lesson with those you are discipling. You may read a
portion but appoint parts for them to read as well. When you come to verses
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have them look them up on their own (give them time) and then let them read the
verse out loud.
e) Give them time to answer questions, give them as little help as possible. Let
them think it through. Keep taking them back to the word for answers.
f) Don’t be afraid of them asking you questions you don’t know the answers to. If
you don’t know the answer simply say so but promise to think about it and look in
the Bible and to attempt an answer at your next meeting. Among other things
this gives you a good reason to meet again.
g) Don’t be surprised if sometime in the study, major issues surface in that person’s
life. This is God’s leading and is an open door for you to pray for them and
minister to them. Always seek your answers for them from the Word of God.
h) Remember that this is a work God calls every believer to and He will give you the
wisdom and the words to carry it out as you trust and rest upon His enabling.
5. You might consider planning a reception meeting in the church at some point after
the campaign. Invite new believers to participate in the meeting and tell them that
you want to welcome them in to the Christian family. Explain to them that there will
be other people who just like them have recently made a profession of faith.
This meeting should include the following:
a) Welcome of new believers and information on the activities of the church.
b) Introduce the pastor as well as those who are in charge of different church
departments explaining their different responsibilities within the church.
c) Praise ought to be an essential ingredient of this meeting. The songs should be
printed on chorus sheets in order that the new Christians can participate.
d) The disciplers presence at this meeting is essential. Make sure that those who
have lead individuals to Christ sit with their new believer friend helping to make
them feel welcome and a part of the family of God.
e) The Church may want to conclude the evening by providing a coffee time for the
new believers. The church should make provision for supplying the necessary
elements for this fellowship time.
f) Many times the new believers will want to bring their family and friends to this
type of reception/fellowship time. By all means encourage it, as it provides
further contacts for personal evangelism.
6. After the new believers has finished the series of lessons, hopefully he will be in a
small group setting. At that time you may invite the group to participate in a Bible
Study program at the Church or to pick up a new study in the group.
7. The initial stage of discipleship comes to a conclusion once the new believer makes
the decision to be baptized. Normally this decision takes anywhere between 6
months to over a year. This is the time commitment that we are expecting of each
discipler.
Conclusion:
The task for follow-up and discipleship is not easy! The experience can be frustrating
and requires the blessing of the Holy Spirit to carry it out successfully. The disciplers
should be Christians who are willing to invest a great deal of time in the lives of the new
believers and who are willing to give them assistance the moment it is required. We
must conscientiously and systematically carry out our responsibilities and leave the
results to God.
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